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September 8, 2017 

 
MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS GOVERNOR DAYTON’S LINE ITEM 

VETO OF LEGISLATURE FUNDING 
 
 

The Minnesota Supreme Court today ruled that Governor Mark Dayton’s line item veto of  the 
Minnesota Legislature’s funding was constitutional.  The lawsuit, brought by the Minnesota 
Legislature against Governor Dayton, was triggered by Dayton’s line item veto of  $130 million of  
the Legislature’s funding.  While the Court upheld the veto, it also expressed deep concern about the 
constitutional rights of  Minnesotans to three independent, functioning branches of  government. 
 
The Court, however, did not resolve the underlying political dispute.  Instead, the Court ordered the 
Legislature and the Governor to mediation.  The two sides must agree on a mediator by September 
12, or the Court will appoint a mediator for them.  The Court’s decision effectively undoes a 
stipulation executed by the parties and approved by the district court that called on the Office of  
Management and Budget to continue to fund the Legislature during the appeal or through October 
1, 2017.  The Court was concerned that judicial approval of  a legislative appropriation would intrude 
on the constitutional powers of  the Legislature, violating separation of  powers principles. 
 
The Court has also ordered the parties to report back by September 30, 2017 as to whether the issue 
has been resolved, and if  not, providing a date on which the mediation will conclude.  On or before 
September 15, the parties must file briefs as to whether the Court has the constitutional authority to 
order funding for the Legislature and detailing the “carry-over” funding available from the previous 
biennium.  If  the parties cannot come to an agreement, the Court will be poised to decide whether it 
should resolve the underlying funding dispute, or let the Legislature go unfunded into the coming 
biennium. 
 
A copy of  the Court’s decision today is attached. 
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