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Thank you Mr. Chair and committee members.  My name is Tony Mendoza.  I am an 
entertainment attorney and the co-founder and President of the Minnesota Music Coalition, the 
only statewide organization dedicated to serving the needs of Minnesota musicians.  With me 
today is Ellen Stanley, the Executive Director of the Minnesota Music Coalition, and herself an 
active professional singer songwriter.  The MMC has over 300 members and thousands of other 
supporters throughout the state.  We operate 6 major programs, including the Caravan du Nord 
tour which every fall brings outstanding Minnesota artists on tour throughout Greater Minnesota.  
Simply put, the MMC’s mission is to make Minnesota the most rewarding state in the country in 
which to be a professional musician. 
 
The Minnesota music community was deeply saddened by the news of Prince’s death.  In 
addition to the legacy of music he leaves behind, I have heard many Minnesota musicians and 
music fans say that one of the things they loved about Prince was that he loved his home state.  
Minnesota was home.  And members, this fact relates directly to the bill in front of you today.  
Wouldn’t it be a tremendously cruel irony that Prince’s legacy could be greatly diluted because 
the state that he loved so much failed to have a law that protected his legacy?  And what kind of 
message would it send to the Princes of tomorrow that if you stay in Minnesota your family and 
loved ones may not have the ability to control how your name and likeness is used after you die? 
 
It is not easy aspiring to be a professional musician today.  Technology and piracy have seriously 
reduced revenues that recording artists used to make from the sale of records.  Since 1998, 
revenues from the sale of recorded music are down 50%.  Today, the reality for most artists is 
that they earn most of their living by performing live.  But as artists get older, performing live 
becomes more difficult.  One of the few revenue generating assets the aging artist has is their 
name and their likeness.  And to allow that asset to waste simply because you chose to live in the 
state of Minnesota is literally telling artists to go live somewhere else, where your legacy will be 
protected – states like California or Tennessee . . . or Wisconsin. 
 
As President of the MMC, I know first-hand how deep of a well of talent we have in Minnesota.  
The Princes of tomorrow are out there.  While the catalyst of this bill was Prince’s untimely 
death, the MMC strongly supports this bill because it establishes a right of publicity for 
everyone, for musicians, for actors, for radio personalities, for everyone who aspires to reach the 
heights that Prince did.  And so this bill is not about Prince.  It benefits everyone.  It would put in 
place a key right that will help the MMC achieve its goal of making Minnesota the most 
rewarding place in America to make a living as an artist.  And for that reason, we urge you to 
pass this bill into law now. 
 
 


